Richmond Civie Theatre
The Stage Door

Nov./Dee. 2009

Richmond Civic Theatre presents

The Homecoming

A play based upon the book by Earl Hamner, Jr.

Produced in cooperation with Dramatic Publishing Company

Directed by Renee’ Arnett

Share in the holiday spirit as you enjoy this warm-hearted Christmas story, set in Appalachia during
the Great Depression. A large family faces hardship but finds strength and love in their neighbors
and themselves. This classic tale about the importance of family...being lost, being found, seeking,
discovering, and reuniting...was the basis for the beloved television show “The Waltons”. It allows us
all to reminisce about what family life was like before the days of television and cell phones, when a
simpler way of life was the norm.

Featured in this production are talented actors Daniel Phelps (Clay Boy), Kari Kinsey (Olivia), Mi-
chael Sweigart (Clay), Spencer Milligan (Matthew), Anna Moore, (Becky), Adam Deitsch (Mark),
Grace Deitsch (Shirley), Eric Woxman (Luke), Adam Woxman (John), Phoebe Kenny (Pattie-Cake),
Charlie Springer (Grandpa Homer), Debbie Long (Grandma Ida), Randy Lear (Birdshot), Mary-Beth
Arnett (City Lady), Nathan Sebens (Charlie Sneed), Andrew Smith (Sheriff), Phil Baisley (Ike), Tim
Emery (Rev. Dooly), Erica Pearson (Miss Etta), Jewell Pyle (Miss Emma), Mary Webster (Young
Mary), Billie Edward Webster III (Young Joseph), Leah Moore, Emma Lear, Emily Smith, Kelsey
Martin, Bob Myers, Ben Woxman, Ian Riley, Danyell Huber, Cari Sweigart, Nathaniel Sweigart,
Nicholas Arnett and Nathaniel Arnett (Townspeople), and Emma Andy, Arianna Allen, Mercedes
McGraw, Jessica Davis, Brittany Lynch and Yvette Williams (Church Members).

Director Renee’ Arnett has assembled a skilled technical team which includes Sheila Wissler
(Assistant Director), Mary-Beth Arnett (Stage Manager/Prop Design), Nathaniel Arnett (Set Design/
Construction), John Oberle (Lighting Design), Cari Sweigart and Paula Werle (Set Dressing/
Painting), Jeff Page (Sound Design), Beth Smith (Costumer), and Renee Harleman (Hair and Makeup
Design).

You and your family are invited to celebrate the holiday season with Richmond Civic Theatre as we
pause to laugh, remember and share treasured memories! Come and enjoy the show!

Evening Performances on December 11, 12, 18 and 19, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Matinee on December 13, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.




YOU make RCT one of the treasures of our community!

It’s time to pat yourself on the back! Thank you for each and every way that you contribute to the success of
Richmond Civic Theatre! Whether it’s by working tech for shows, selling tickets in the box office, becoming
a season member or sponsor, signing up your children for Stage One Summer Camp, ushering for productions,
performing onstage or in the pit, stapling newsletters, selling souvenirs, sewing costumes, or any of the myriad
other duties that our required to keep our theatre growing and thriving, we truly could not do it without you!

Would you like to become more involved? We can happily find a place for you to join in the fun! Please con-
tact Director of Volunteer Development Brian Jackson at brian@richmondcivictheatre.org to find your niche.

Special thanks to Mary Schmid and Joyce McDonald for their speedy assembly of the last issue of the Stage
Door newsletter and to Jim Zimniki for refinishing the auditorium floor for his Eagle Scout project!

Murray Centennia Murray Centennial Campaign UPDATE
Souvenirs

The Murray Centennial Campaign kicked off with the purchase of the Theatre Annex, now
beautifully remodeled and being used for meetings, rehearsals and set construction. Many

l I\/.Iur.ray The;qtre thanks to all who assisted with this major project!
Limited Edition
Prints As of November 12, 2009, $410,000 had been raised to make numerous improvements to the

Richmond Civic Theatre, including the newly-installed auditorium seats which you will enjoy
during The Homecomingnd the remainder of the season’s performances. Our goal is to raise
1 A History of $10,000 more for completion of the Murray Centennial Campaign projects. All donations are

tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Donors of $150 or more will be publicly recog-
Murray Theatre nized on the “Murray Centennial Wall of Honor” in the RCT Theatre Lobby. By the way, a
$150 donation amount allows a seat to be purchased, and the payments for such a pledge can
be made over a three year period at $50/year. It’s a wonderful way to honor or remember a
1 Holiday Tin of person who has experienced a passion for the theatre, or to leave a legacy of your own at

Richmond Baking Richmond Civic Theatre!
Company Cookies

Donations may be made in person or by mail:
Richmond Civic Theatre

1 Centennial Coffee Attn: Murray Centennial Campaign
Mugs, Blankets 1003 East Main Street
and T-Shirts Richmond, Indiana 47374
| iUi| EL.T__,___L
1 Murray Magic Mo- Thereds still tyme to find
gggts DVDs and special RCT remembrance Thank you for
for the holidays! your generosity!
Shap at RCT foday!

From the BackStage Door...

The marqguee lights have been flashing frequently lately as several shows have entertained RCT patrons,
Molly Sweeney, The Murray Centennial Show, The Miracle Worker and The House at Pooh Corner! Kudd
casts and crews of each show! Would you kindly help us pare down our newsletter mailing list? If you would b
ing to receive your Stage Door newsletter via email or through our website, please send me your email addres
tact the theatre and let the staff know your wishes. Not only does this save the environment, but it also enah
be better stewards of RCT funds. By the same token, please let us know if you no longer wish to receive the 1
We want to be welcome in your home! Thank you in advance, Susan Miller
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Hooray for the adorable cast of The House At Pooh Corneywhich was welcomed to the theatre the first
weekend of November! Local youth talent included Harry Schultz (Christopher Robin), Cameron DeLucio
(Winnie-The-Pooh), Benjamin May (Piglet), Isaac Cook (Eeyore), Maureen Doherty (Kanga), Evelyn Der-
rer (Roo), Jenny Dole (Owl), Adrian Hess (Tigger), Emily Enyeart (Rabbit), Katie Easley (Early Rabbit),
Bronwyn Duffie (Late Rabbit), Autumn Fecher (Skunk), Lydia Perkins (Squirrel), Mallory Bolser & Kate
Zinkan (Raccoons) and Phoebe Kenny, Ainesleigh Elstro & Kate VanMiddlesworth (Bunnies). Under the
leadership of Director Kristy Jackson, Assistant Director/Stage Manager Lenae Fecher and Student Direc-
tor/Assistant Stage Manager Meghan Cooper, the technical crew included: Brian Jackson (sound design/
operation), Bryce Wedig (sound operator), Amy Noe, Joanna McLarnan, Brian Claywell & Ben Fecher
(lights), Nikki Cox, Christopher Easley & Barb Easley (props), Becky Jewison, Judy DeLucio, Patti Dole
& June Miller (costumes), Lenae Fecher, Jillian Fecher, Barb Easley, Adrian Hess &Wendi Claywell
(makeup), and Nathaniel Arnett, Nick McLarnan, Becky Jewison, Lenae Fecher, Ben Fecher, Wendi Clay-
well, Brian Claywell and Ben May (set construction). Many thanks to the parents, friends and family
members who assisted in various ways with this wonderful production! Bravo!

AUDITIONS!

Anne of Green Gables is coming to the RCT stage! Opening on March 5, 2010, auditions will be held on December
5th and 6th from 3:00-5:00 p.m.at the theatre annex. In addition to the irrepressible Anne Shirley, there are many

parts available, because the fun of Anne is how she interacts with the people around her. There will also be a between

-scenes “school choir”! So, come on out and audition! Audition scenes and songs are available at the theatre. To

explore the story, read L.M. Montgomery’s wonderful 1908 novel of the same title or watch the visually stunning

1985 Kevin Sullivan production starring Megan Follows and Colleen Dewhurst. If you have questions, please contact

director Alisa Clapp-Itnyre at 765-965-9532 or aclappit@indiana.edu.

School Children (roles for grades 16):

Anne Shirley: Orphan, about 12 years of age, spunky, also known as “Carrots”. (Though you don’t need to have red
hair, you will need to have your hair dyed for the part.)

Diana Berry: Anne’s “bosom friend”, demure and faithful

Gilbert Blythe: A boy who calls Anne “Carrots” and then decides he likes her!

Josie Pye Pretentious, jealous of Gilbert’s interest in Anne

Ruby Gillis: Timid girl but friendly to Anne

Moody MacPherson A prankster at school

Charlie Sloane His pal

Plusothernons peaki ng schoolchil drends rol es

AAdul tso (roles for strong high school actors):
Marilla Cuthbert: Middle-aged, religious, opinionated but develops a quiet affection for Anne

Mathew Cuthbert: Her bachelor brother, quiet and loving

Rachel Lynde Very nosy neighbor, also very opinionated

Miss Stacy: New schoolteacher, very inspiring to Anne

Mr. Phillips: Previous schoolteacher who flirts rather than teaches

Mrs. Barry: Diana’s mother, controlling of her daughters

Plus Mr. Spencer and Mrs. Blewitt, two neighbors, and a trainmaster




COMING UP NEXT FOR STUDIO 10

t en

The Cocktail Hour

By A.R. Gurney -
Produced in cooperation with Dramatists Play Service Vo

¢STUDIO

Regarded as one of our major contemporary playwrights, Gurney brings to life both the cp-
medic and dramatic aspects of family dynamics. Through rich humor, the play portrays the
interpersonal issues of a welto-do familyfiincluding the parents, two adult children, and

sever al 0dysfunctionsé. Led by the team—of Bb+—r—ecto Ki n
Kathy Clopper, the cast features Jack Leer (Bradley), Todd Burk (John), Susan Miller (Ahn)

and Denise Harrington (Nina). The hardworking crew includes Brian Jackson (Stage Man- January

ager), Doug Wambo (Sound Design), William Roegner (Lighting Design) and Nathaniel Ar- 8 2010

nett (Set Design/ Construction). Rai se a glag%%’ and oft|o a st
Ospirit ed éprorakidg darkhconnedyh Cheers! 7:30 p.m.

Meet RCT Board Member Ghlee Jewison

Position on BoardAt-Large Member (Studio 10) Kudos to the cast and crew of

Molly Sweeney!

Occupation. Retired Computer Programmer

Under the direction of Linda Ward, this
fascinating three-part monologue
showcased the talents of Michael Smith,
Jennie Kiffmeyer, and Kim Dearing.

Family: Wife, Becky; Daughter, Emily

Favorite RCT Rol®irecting Moonlight and
Magnolias

Technical expertise was provided by

Assistant Director/Costumer Sharon
Walker, David McAfee (Set Design), Mike
Johnson (Lighting), Walter Keeley (Sound)
& Renee Harleman (Makeup).

Favorite RCT ShowMoon Over Buffalo

Hobbies:Classic films, reading, coaching youth
athletics

3 words to describe selfanalytical, easygoing,
terse

If a movie was made of your life, _
who would play you. Tim Robbins Wedr e on t he We b |
Wei rdest thingoRow8releFeresdt en; .
(ed. note: you gotta ask Ghlee about thisone!) | Pl ease wel come RCTOs | ne
Pickett-Hall. Julie is a Programmer/Analyst fo
Wish for RCT-Continue to grow and prosper for | doxpop, and has been transforming our RCJT
many years to come! website (www.richmondcivictheatre.org). LooOK
for the Stage Door Newsletter to be featured

online as well as many other theatre happening;s
RICHMOND f e con

~
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Thank you for If you would no longer like to receive a hard copy
i of this document, please email or call the theatre
CIVIC your service on to let us know. Please help us conserve postage
the RCT Board, and paper by accessing our newsletter through

THE ATRE Ghlee! our website if possible. The trees thank you!




MAIN STAGE AUDITIONS

A Streetcar Named Desire

By Tennessee Williams
Produced in cooperation with Dramatists Play Service

Directed by David Cobine, Assisted by Sheila Wissler

Richmond Civic Theatre is pleased to announce auditions for the production of
this Pulitzer Prize -winning drama.

Auditions will take place November 22 and 23, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Performances will be February 12, 13, 14 and February 19 and 20, 2010.

The desperate life of a fragile, dreamy woman collides with that of her crude,

sensual brother  -in -law in this powerful drama i made famous by the 1947 movie
starring Vivien Leigh and Marlon Brando. This play is renowned for its psycho-

| ogical and emotional intensity, the authorod
unforgettably dramatic interactions of the ¢

throughout its weeks of rehearsals, promises to be a fascinating theatre experi-
ence for its cast and directors!

Womends Rol es:

Blanche Dubois (30 -40, with odel i clleeadpe beautyod)
Stella Kowalski (25  -30, comfortably sensual) (Lead)

Eunice Hubbell (25  -35, earthy)

Neighbor Woman (25  -40, hearty laugh)

Mexican Woman (any age, Spanish -speaking)

Nurse/Matron (30  -50, bold voice and looks)

Mends Rol es:

Stanley Kowalski (30, physically fit) (Lead)
Mitch (30, solid build, slightly stout) (Lead)
Steve Hubbell (25 -35, macho)

Pablo (25 -35, Latino)

Newspaper Boy (16 -18)

Doctor (40 -60, comforting voice)

Audition materials are available in the Murray Theatre Lobby. The directors also
invite interested actors to contact them in order to borrow a copy of the script or
to discuss the play and characters.
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A Robert Sizemore Memory ... shared by Bill Grotendick

I taught with Bob many years at Test Junior High School and worked with him for over thirty years. I
watched and helped with his ninth grade plays that soon included the seventh and eighth grade along with
some elementary students. For “The Pajama Game”, Bob wanted a knife-throwing act with Hinzi. I built
a backstop box with a small boy inside to thump the backstop and push out a knife handle with a sharp
point on it to break the balloon. We wondered how long we would be in jail if the knife thrower really let
go and if the girl target moved over to get stuck with the sharp point on the knife hilt.

In “Damn Yankees”, we needed a smoke screen to hide the change. Bob used black powder with a tad too
much. We hid the change and most of the stage on the first try. Bob needed more stage, so I built an ex-
tension off the front of the stage. His need provided me with a fun project.

One time in the teachers’ lounge, a kid opened the door and threw in a lit firecracker. Someone should
have told the kid that Bob had been in the special forces in Korea and as it proved, he could not run fast
enough to escape. Bob went over the 23rd Street wall and got him. In that lounge, I watched Bob teach
himself to play the banjo as he did with his art work.

When he started the tent show, we built a free-standing curtain that came from Joe Moore School. That
curtain (or parts thereof) was used in plays, Christmas Fantasyland, and even at the tent show at the mu-
seum. Bob had a neat roll up curtain that he and I designed. We moved that thing so many times, set it up,
and then took it back to his house. His house was really a big prop shop, practice hall and storage.

Bob loved electric trains. I saw him up at the depot and he hooked me to help that year at the Dow build-
ing with “Christmas Fantasyland”. He started with a Christmas train layout in his front yard and then on to
Charlie’s Coffee bar where one year we had over twenty trains all running at one time. We would sit at his
kitchen table as we worked on ideas and then he would build a model of that year’s layout. November 1st,
we started building and opened on Thanksgiving Day. Over the seven years it grew from a few thousand
to right at eight thousand people coming to see it. Indianapolis television came and did a special. One of
Bob’s ideas was to have a big engine blasting out of the brick wall on the outside of the Dow building. To
do this, he had me climb up and measure each brick and mortar line so he could paint a matching window
cover that would create the illusion.

Broadway hits were Bob’s joy and I and countless others were swept up in making the best productions
ever. For Lola’s bed, he designed it four feet long, but from out front, it looked full size. He wanted a
swinging suspension bridge in “South Pacific”. Well, we built it and it worked until three guys got on it at
about the same time in dress rehearsal and it came down. He wanted a movable working shower that could
be pushed around the stage while Nellie used it. Had to have a working washing machine that would
wring out clothes while a guy pumped on a bicycle. In “Annie” (I think his favorite), he made an overhead
train to move with lights across the stage ten feet high. He painted a skyline that made it fit in. Twice he
did the Annie cartoon on the full-size drop. He always wanted to go one step more to get that “wow”.
Even had a list of kids from the Oddfellows home he lived in the 30s on the wall in Miss Hannigan’s of-
fice. Held out for real water forthe “Si ngi n & | met. Dilh mt soRkahie filoar as some thought.

In all, Bob was a showman who could act, paint, sing, play instruments and build, but most of all, he
caused others to want to get involved with his ideas and do their very best. Who could ask for more?

Share your favorite Bob Sizemore memories with us this year! Email them to tsjamiller@yahoo.com.
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MAIN STAGE
PRODUCTIONS

STAGE ONE

W STAGE ONE PRODUCTIONS

YOUTH THEATR|

The Homecoming

Based upon the book by Earl Hamner, Jr.

Produced in cooperation with Dramatic Publishing Co.
Directed by Renee Arnett

Performance Dates: December 11, 12, 13, 18 & 19,
2009

A Streetcar Named Desire

By Tennessee Williams

Produced in cooperation with Dramatists Play Service
Directed by David Cobine

Performance Dates: February 12, 13, 14, 19 & 20,
2010

A Chorus Line

Music by Marvin Hamlisch, Lyrics by Edward Kleban
Book by James Kirkwood & Nicholas Dante
Produced in cooperation with Tams-Witmark
Directed by Dwan Doherty

Music Directed by Steve Stoller

Choreography by Cheryl DeLucio

Performance Dates: April 9, 10, 11, 16, 17& 18, 2010

The Nerd (Audition Materials Available Feb.1)

By Larry Shue

Produced in cooperation with Dramatists Play Service
Directed by Denise Harrington

Performance Dates: May 14, 15, 16, 21 & 22, 2010

Lyle, Lyle Crocodile (Stage One Showstoppers)

Adapted from the book by Bernard Waber

Book by Christina Calvit; Music & Lyrics by George Howe
Sponsored by the Wayne County Foundation

Directed by Kristy Jackson

Performance Date: November 20, 2009

Anne of Green Gables

By Sylvia Ashby

Produced in cooperation with Baker’s Plays
Directed by Alisa Clapp-Itnyre
Performance Dates: March 6 & 7, 2010

Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle In Time
Adapted by Jonathan Graham
Stage One will tour in the spring of 2010

. STUDIO 10 PRODUCTION

t e n

The Cocktail Hour

By A.R. Gurney

Produced in cooperation with Dramatists Play Service
Directed by Kim Dearing

Performance Dates: January 8 & 9, 2010

A Murray Minute

Did you knowé
Richmond Civic Theatre
was founded in 1941,
moved into the Murray

Theatre in 1952,
purchased the building
in 1966, and next year
will celebrate its 70th

anniversary?

Mar k your cal endar sé
Stage One Presents
STORY BOOK CAFE
Saturday, January 30, 2010 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.

First English Lutheran Church, 2727 National Road East

Have breakfast with your favorite storybook characters:
Cinderella, Snow White, Belle, Ariel, Mulan, Aladdin and
Jasmine, Buzz and Woody, and many, many more! All you
can eat pancake breakfast $15/per person, adult and child.
Dress as your favorite princess or storybook character! Be
sure to bring your camera as characters will be available for
photos. Make your reservations by January 22there is
limited seating. To reserve seats, please fill out a reserva-
tion form and mail to Stage One, 1003 East Main Street,
Richmond, Indiana, 47374. All reservations must be paid
in advance. No seats are sold at the daolY our reserva-
tion is made at the time of payment. Please call 962-8011
if you have questions.
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Return Service Requested

Richmond Civic Theatre

Office Hours

M-F 10:00 a.m:5:00 p.m.
(765) 9628011

RCT Staff
Becky Cooper Office Manager/Box
Office Coordinator
Stage One~
Managing Director
Stage Door Editor
Webmaster

Kristy Jackson

Susan Miller
Julie Pickett-Hall

Visit our Website
www.richmondcivictheatre.org
Online Tickets Available

E-mail for Newsletter Submissions:
tsjamiller@yahoo.com
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You are invited to the
Richmond Civic Theatre
Board Meeting

Monday, November 23rd
6:00 p.m.

Calendar Notes

Nov. 20

Nov. 22 & 23

Nov. 23

Dec.5 &6

Dec. 11-13,
18& 19

Jan.8 &9

Become

Lyle, Lyle Crocodile
Stage One Showstoppers

A Streetcar Named Desire
Mainstage Auditions

RCT Board Meeting

Anne Of Green Gables
Stage One Auditions

The Homecoming
Mainstage Production

The Cocktail Hour
Studio 10 Production
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RCT Season Memberships make great holiday gifts!

The mission of Richmond
Civic Theatre is to produce
high quality theatrical
productions that will
engage, entertain,
educate, and
inspire the people of
Richmond and the
surrounding community,
participants and
audience alike.

Facebook.

o

ndiana Arts Commission

Connecting People to the Arts




